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Safe Opioid Prescribing Practices

Hospitals are increasingly being called upon to play their part in stemming the opioid crisis.
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The amount of opioids prescribed in 2015 was
enough for every American to be medicated

around the clock for 3 weeks.

The amount of opioids
prescribed per person varied
widely among counties in 2015.
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Developing and following safe prescribing practices can help minimize
patient harm, and associated liabilities

What should your healthcare organization do?
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Designate a clinical leader responsible for
the oversight of pain management and
opioid prescribing for the organization

Educate clinicians at all levels about safe
opioid use

Develop specific guidelines for safe opioid
prescribing and dosage for post-operative
and chronic pain

Screen and assess patients upon admission
using standard tools for pain or risk of pain
based upon diagnosis, planned treatments,
and risks for respiratory depression

Promote the use of multi-modal pain
treatment
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Provide written and oral education to
patients on safe opioid treatment

Articulate realistic expectations and
goals of treatment with patients

Draft a protocol for handling patients
with drug-seeking behavior who present
in the Emergency Room

Continuously monitor patients who
receive patient-controlled analgesia (PCA)
through electronic devices

Establish clear procedures for the
prevention and detection of
controlled-substance diversion

Learn more about how to establish safe opioid prescription practices at:
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Hospitals and medical facilities are responsible for safety and risk control. Chubb is not responsible for ensuring the safety or risk control of any operation, and we are not required to make
inspections of any operations, although we may exercise our right to do so from time to time under the terms and conditions of our insurance policies. We do not have any obligation to oversee
or monitor any facility’s or insured’s adherence to any guidance or practices set out in this document, or to any other safety and risk control practices. The content of this document is presented
for informational purposes only, and is not intended as a substitute for consultation with your insurance broker, or for legal, engineering or other professional advice.

Chubb is the marketing name used to refer to subsidiaries of Chubb Limited providing insurance and related services. For a list of these subsidiaries, please visit our website at www.chubb.com.
Insurance provided by ACE American Insurance Company and its U.S. based Chubb underwriting company affiliates. All products may not be available in all states. Surplus lines insurance sold
only through licensed surplus lines producers. Chubb Limited, the parent company of Chubb, is listed on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE: CB) and is a component of the S&P 500 index.
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