
Pet Boating Safety  
Master Checklist
Print or download this checklist and review it prior to each voyage. Items 
marked [DOG] or [CAT] are species-specific; all others apply to both.

   Pre-Departure: Health & Veterinary

Core vaccinations are current (rabies, distemper, etc.) including leptospirosis

Heartworm	prevention	on	schedule;	flea	and	tick	guard	applied

Motion	sickness	medication	obtained	if	needed
(given	1–2	hours	before	departure)

Microchip	registration	is	current	with	correct	contact	info

Closest	emergency	veterinary	clinic	identified	in	your	cruising	area

Pet	insurance	active	for	coverage	of	emergencies,	accidents,	and	illnesses	

24/7 virtual veterinarian access installed on your mobile device  

   Pre-Departure: Safety Equipment

Properly	fitted	life	jacket	(PFD)	equipped	with	a	grab	handle	for	each	pet

Lifeline	netting	secured	along	all	stanchions	and	rails,	and	portlights		
and hatches screened or secured

[DOG] Pet	boarding	ladder	deployed	at	swim	platform

Non-slip	mats	in	place	in	cockpit	and	on	companionway	steps

Bilge, engine compartments, and hazardous areas secured

Waterproof	ID	tag	on	collar	—	hardware	checked	for	corrosion

Pet	first-aid	kit	and	prescription	medications	stocked	(with	extra	supplies)

   Pre-Departure: Provisions & Comfort

Plenty	of	fresh	water	and	food,	served	in	non-tip	bowls

Familiar	bedding	from	home	is	aboard	(especially	helpful	for	first	trips)

[CAT] Litter box positioned, secured, and stocked

[DOG] Bathroom break plan in place for trip duration

Shade	available	in	pet	zone	during	peak	sun	hours

Belowdecks	ventilation	checked	—	no	hot	enclosed	spaces	accessible

 	

	  



   Pre-Departure: Hazard Check

All	cleaning	products,	paints,	and	lubricants	secured	and	out	of	reach

Bilge	is	clean	and	free	of	fuel	or	oil	contamination

Cruising	area	checked	for	harmful	algal	blooms	(HAB)	advisories

Sunscreen	and	zinc	oxide	products	out	of	pet	reach	(zinc	oxide	can	be	toxic)

   Underway: Watch Items

Pet	PFD	fitted	and	secured	whenever	pet	is	on	deck

Pet	confined	to	cockpit	or	secure	area	in	rough	conditions

Pet	checked	for	heatstroke	signs	every	30	minutes	in	heat

[CAT] Cat is below deck in active conditions or squalls

Pet	supervised	if	swimming	off	the	boat

   Anchoring & Shoreside

[DOG] Shore trip planned for exercise and bathroom needs

Pet	not	left	in	closed	vessel	in	high	heat	without	ventilation

Freshwater	rinse	after	saltwater	swimming	before	returning	aboard

Love,	praise,	and	treats	for	a	successful	trip	and	obedience	

   Important Contact Information

My Veterinarian

Phone

Emergency Vet (Cruising Area)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Phone

For educational purposes only. Always consult a licensed veterinarian for medical advice specific to your pet.
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